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Assembly Instructions 

For StowAway SwingAway Models 
022.3, 022.3LT and 024.3 Max  

(Rev. 0725) 
 

Thank you for purchasing a StowAway Carrier. 

Before assembling or installing your carrier, please review the following instructions and safety guidelines carefully. Due to the 
size and weight of certain components, we recommend that two people work together during assembly and installation. Please 
note that the proper assembly and secure installation of the carrier are the sole responsibility of the end user. 
 
For additional guidance, step-by-step assembly videos are available in our video library at: 
www.stowaway2.com/video-library 

  
 

STOWAWAY SAFETY WARNINGS AND GUIDELINES 
 
PRE-TRIP SAFETY CHECKLIST 
Before each use: 

1. Ensure the StowAway taillight wiring harness is properly connected to the vehicle 
and that all carrier lights (brake, turn, and running lights) are functioning 
correctly. 

2. Ensure all frame and box hardware is properly attached and securely tightened. 
3. Confirm that the SwingAway frame is fully latched and both secondary safety pins 

are engaged. 
4. Verify that the carrier is secured to the hitch using a properly inserted hitch pin 

and cotter pin, or a locking hitch pin with the retainer locked. 
5. If using the StowAway Hitch Stabilizer, confirm it is properly installed and both 

nuts are fully tightened. 
6. Inspect the cargo box, frame, and vehicle hitch for any signs of wear, corrosion, 

material fatigue, or other damage. Discontinue use if any such signs are found. 
 

GENERAL SAFETY WARNINGS 
1. Do not transport people, pets, or flammable materials in or on the StowAway carrier. 
2. Do not climb on, enter, or sit on the StowAway carrier or frame at any time. 
3. Do not transport cargo on the lid unless equipped with a StowAway Lid Rack. Maximum lid rack capacity is 15 lbs. 
4. Never exceed the rated load capacities: 

a. StowAway Cargo Box with SwingAway Frame: 200 lbs 
b. SwingAway Frame without box: 250 lbs 

5. Use only with properly rated hitches: 
a. 2” models: Class III or IV 2” hitch receivers 
b. 1.25” models: Class II 1.25” hitch receivers 

Do not use 1.25” to 2” hitch adapters. 
6. Under no circumstances should you exceed the hitch tongue weight rating, vehicle tongue weight rating, or gross vehicle 

weight rating. It is the user’s responsibility to verify compatibility before use. 
7. Always maintain control of the SwingAway frame when opening or closing. Exercise caution to ensure the frame does not 

swing into traffic or pose a hazard. For stability and safety, always load and unload cargo with the frame in the locked 
position. 
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8. The StowAway system is not intended for off-road or washboard road use. 

a. Repeated or severe jolts from uneven terrain may overstress or damage the cargo box or SwingAway frame. 
b. Use caution on gravel or dirt roads; travel at reduced speeds and avoid jarring impacts. 
c. Pacific Recreational Products is not responsible for damage resulting from rough or off-road use. 

9. Clean the frame after each trip, removing any corrosive materials such as road salts or ocean water to prevent long-term 
damage. 

10. Regularly inspect your vehicle’s hitch per your hitch and vehicle owner’s manuals. Discontinue use if wear, corrosion, 
fatigue, or damage is present. 

11. Never store flammable or heat-sensitive materials in the StowAway carrier. 
12. Do not take the StowAway frame, box, or rack through any type of car wash. 
13. The carrier may interfere with backup cameras or parking sensors. Use caution when reversing, and do not rely solely on 

vehicle sensors when the carrier is installed. 
14. Adding a hitch-mounted carrier may reduce your vehicle’s ground clearance, particularly when loaded. Use caution on 

steep driveways, curbs, or uneven surfaces to avoid bottoming out. 
15. A hitch-mounted carrier reduces the rear departure angle of your vehicle. Use extra caution when backing down steep 

grades or crossing sharp transitions to prevent frame or box damage. 
16. The installed carrier extends the overall length of your vehicle. Use caution when parking, reversing, or maneuvering in 

tight spaces. 
17. Adding weight at the rear of the vehicle may affect handling and braking. Distribute cargo weight evenly and adjust 

driving accordingly, particularly in wet or windy conditions. 
18. The user is responsible for safe operation and ensuring compatibility with their specific vehicle setup.  Pacific Recreational 

Products assumes no liability for confirming vehicle hitch specifications, rated vs actual hitch capacities, carrier or hitch 
maintenance, or for any damage to the vehicle resulting from use of the StowAway system. 

 
HOT EXHAUST WARNING 
The StowAway system mounts at the rear of the vehicle and may be exposed to hot exhaust gases. Direct exposure to exhaust 
can melt or damage the carrier and its contents. 

- For vehicles with straight-back exhaust systems, we recommend using exhaust pipe diverters or installing StowAway 
exhaust shields to deflect heat away from the box. 

 
HOT SURFACE NOTICE 
In hot conditions, exposed surfaces of the cargo box may become hot to the touch. Use caution when handling the box after 
prolonged sun exposure. 
 
CHILD SAFETY 
Children should never operate or play near the StowAway system unsupervised. Improper use may result in injury. 

 
CALIFORNIA PROP 65 
WARNING: This product can expose you to chemicals known to the State of California to cause cancer and birth defects or 
other reproductive harm. 
For more information, visit www.P65Warnings.ca.gov.
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 Assembling the StowAway Carrier 
 
Open all cartons and packaging to remove parts for assembly. 
Save all packaging until the unit is fully assembled and functional.  
 
 
Box 
1. StowAway Lid (Standard or Max) 
2. StowAway Base (Standard or Max) 

 
 
 
 
  

SwingAway Frame 
3. Swing Arm 
4. Bent Hitch bar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hardware Kit 
5. 1 - Drain Plug 
6. 3 - Hinge Pins (pre-installed if box is assembled) 
7. 4 - 3/8” Bolts 
8. 4 - Metal and 4 Rubber Oblong Washers for Mounting Box   
9. 4 – 7/8”* Flat Washers for Mounting Box  
10. 4 – Nylok Lock Nuts 
11. 1 - ¾” Pivot Bolt 
12. 4 – 1.5”* Flat Washers for Pivot Bolt 
13. 1 - ¾” Nylok Lock Nut for Pivot Bolt 
14. 3 - Releasable Cable Ties 
15. 1 - Hitch Pin (or Hitch Lock) 
16. 1 - Hitch Tightener 
17. 1 – Lid Stay (Standard Box ONLY) 

 
Note: The keys and instructions bag will be 
hanging on the right latch rod in the box. This 
is located directly behind the latch handle of 
the locking latch.  

 
Tools Required for Assembly 
Two large adjustable end wrenches or socket 
wrenches with 9/16” and 1 1/8” sockets. A 
flat head screwdriver.

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

*Indicates outside diameter measurement 
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Fig 3 

Fig 2 

1. Assembling the Frame 
 Slide the bent hitch bar into your vehicle’s trailer hitch until the hitch pin 

holes are aligned (Fig 1). Locate the Hitch Pin or Hitch Lock from the 
hardware kit and insert the pin into the hitch. The hitch tightener need 
not be installed at this time unless you plan to use the StowAway 
immediately. 

 Fit the swing arm yoke over the point of rotation on the hitch bar (Fig 2). 
Position two pivot bolt washers (Fig 3), one on top of the yoke and one 
between the yoke and bar, then insert the pivot bolt though the yoke and 
the hitch bar. Insert the third washer between the yoke and bar (grease 
washer and tap into place if it is tight) before pushing the pivot bolt 
through the bottom of the yoke.  Add the fourth washer to the end of the 
pivot bolt after the bolt is all the way through and hand tighten the nylok 
lock nut onto the pivot bolt until you feel resistance.  With two large 
wrenches use firm pressure to tighten the nylok all the way to the bottom 
of the yoke. Note, tightening the nylok will require firm pressure.   

 Test the frame to ensure that the Swing Arm swings freely. 
 Close the swing arm to engage the frame (plunger pin) latch.  Press down 

on the swing arm firmly if you experience any interference as you attempt 
to close the frame.  Interference is common prior to the box being 
installed and loaded.  For questions, watch the assembly video on our 
website.      

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2. Attach Box to Frame  
 Be sure that the swing arm is closed and latched. 
 Note:  If you ordered the exhaust shield(s) you will want to 

install these now before mounting the box to the frame.  See 
the exhaust shield installation instructions.   

 Position the box on the frame so that the box 
latch faces rearward and the mounting holes 
are aligned. Place a rubber oblong washer 
over each mounting hole, followed by a 
metal oblong washer. Insert a bolt through 
each hole and the frame (Fig 4).  Slide a flat 
washer and locknut onto each bolt and 
tighten, repeating for each bolt.  Note, if you 
ordered the wheel kit you will install the 
wheels instead of the locknuts to the two 
rear bolts.  (See Wheel Kit instructions). 

Fig 1 

Fig 4 

Fig 3 
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Fig 5 

Fig 6 

Fig 7 

 
3. Final Assembly 
 Note that the cargo box and swingaway frame are 

assembled and tested to ensure that the frame closes and 
latches properly. It may be necessary to push down slightly 
on the empty carrier to ensure proper latching. To release 
the frame, pull up on the plunger pin handle (Fig. 7, below). 

 Push the drain plug into the drain hole at the bottom of the 
cargo box (Fig 5). 

 Pull the wire harness through the back of the box. Secure 
the harness to the hitch bar with the releasable cable ties 
(Fig 6), making sure the harness has enough slack for the 
closed or open positions, but is not pinched when the box is 
swung closed.  Do not allow the harness to rest in front of 
the exhaust pipe.    

 Plug the StowAway wire harness into your vehicle’s wire 
harness plug located on the driver’s side of the hitch 
receiver. You may need an electrical adapter if your vehicle 
plug is not compatible with a four flat connector.  Electrical 
adapters are available on StowAway2.com or through 
automotive or hitch stores.  

 Check all lights to ensure that they are working properly.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Caring for your StowAway Carrier 
 
1. The StowAway cargo box includes a drain plug for easy cleaning. To wash the exterior, use dish soap, 

water, and a wash mitt to clean into the textured surface. To restore shine to black boxes, apply Trim 
Shine Plastic Protectant, available at most auto parts stores or online. 
 

2. After each use, rinse, wash, and dry the StowAway frame to remove road grit and salt. Promptly treat 
any signs of rust with a rust remover or preventative. Keep moving parts—such as the pivot bolt, 
plunger pins, and safeties—properly lubricated. Failure to clean and lubricate the frame after 
exposure to road salt may lead to rapid rust and deterioration. Use black Rust-Oleum paint for touch-
ups as needed.   
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Fig 8 

 
Using the Stowaway Carrier  
1. Loading Recommendations 

For optimal weight distribution, load the StowAway Carrier with light, bulky items, and reserve heavier, dense items for the 
vehicle interior. Distribute weight evenly across the bottom of the box to prevent warping or distortion. 

2. Clearance Around Latch and Lights 
Avoid packing items too closely to the latch or taillights to ensure they operate properly and are not obstructed. 

3. Water Resistance & Weep Holes 
The StowAway cargo box is designed to minimize water intrusion.  Although the systems listed are effective under most 
conditions, some water or dust may still enter in extreme or humid environments. Pack items accordingly. 

- Standard Box: Uses a gasket seal. 
- Max Box: Uses an integrated water channel and weep holes to direct water outside. To ensure proper drainage, keep 

the weep holes free of dirt and debris.  

4. Condensation Management 
Packing wet gear or storing the box in humid conditions may cause internal condensation, potentially wetting all contents. 
Dry any damp gear before loading, and periodically wipe down the interior. 

5. License Plate Bracket 
SwingAway models include an illuminated license plate bracket for relocating your rear plate. Relocation may not be 
necessary if the plate remains clearly visible when the carrier is installed. 

6. Closing the SwingAway Frame 
The SwingAway frame includes a latch and both primary and secondary safety mechanisms. 
- Swing the frame closed until the latch clicks into place. 
- Fully tighten the primary T-bolt until the washer is flush with the frame. Ensure the threads are properly aligned before 

tightening. 
- Drop the secondary safety pin into the hole adjacent to the pivot bolt. 

7. Opening the SwingAway Frame 
To open the frame, remove both safety mechanisms and pull 
up on the orange plunger pin. (See Fig. 8) 

  
 

8. Swinging the Frame Open 
The frame can be locked open at 90 degrees by inserting the safety pin 
into the hole adjacent to the pivot bolt. 
 
CAUTION: Use care when swinging the carrier near traffic or on uneven 
surfaces. Always load the cargo box with the frame in the closed 
position, if possible. 

 
 
 
 
 

9. Lighting System 
The taillights are designed to function as brake lights, running lights, and turn signals. Each unit is tested before shipping. If 
the lights aren’t working properly, try the following troubleshooting steps: 
- Test on another vehicle and with a different adapter, if used. 

Wiring issues in the vehicle are often the source of the problem. 

- Clean plug connectors with an electrical contact cleaner and a 
toothbrush, then apply dielectric grease onto the vehicle wiring 
plug and the StowAway four-pin connector. Corrosion here is a 
common issue.  

- Check that all connectors are fully seated and secure. 
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Fig 9 
 

10. Security Considerations 
- Use a hitch lock to secure the StowAway Carrier to your vehicle. 

Hitch locks are available at StowAway2.com or at most 
automotive or rack retailers. 

- While the StowAway is equipped with a locking latch, a 
determined thief could forcibly access the interior. Exercise 
caution when storing or transporting valuables. 

11. Lid Stay (Fig. 9) 
Standard cargo boxes come with a lid stay to hold the lid open. The lid 
stay installs on the pre-drilled left-hand side of the box and lid. 
 
NOTE: The Max carrier features a self-supporting lid and does not 
require a lid stay. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

StowAway® Frame and Cargo Carrier Limited Warranty 
Issued by Pacific Recreational Products, Inc. (“PRP”) 
 
This Limited Warranty applies to StowAway® SwingAway frames, cargo boxes, and related accessories purchased by the original 
retail customer. 

 
Warranty Coverage 
Pacific Recreational Products, Inc. (“PRP”) warrants to the original retail purchaser that the StowAway frame and associated 
hardware will be free from defects in materials and workmanship for a period of ten (10) years from the date of retail purchase. 
If the purchase includes a StowAway cargo box, PRP also warrants that the cargo box will be free from defects in materials and 
workmanship for the same ten (10) year period. 
 
The electrical system (e.g., wiring harness, taillights) and any optional accessories (such as lid racks, buffet boards, wheel kits, or 
exhaust shields) are warranted for a period of one (1) year from the date of retail purchase. 

 
Remedies 
If a covered defect is discovered during the applicable warranty period, and the purchaser notifies PRP, PRP will, at its sole 
discretion: 
- Repair the defective part or product at no charge; 
- Replace the defective part or product with a new or refurbished equivalent; 
- Refund all or part of the original purchase price; or 
- Offer a discounted replacement product. 
 
Repair or replacement does not extend the original warranty period. 

 
What the Warranty Does Not Cover 
This limited warranty does not cover any damage, malfunction, or failure resulting from improper use, environmental exposure, 
or other conditions outside of normal intended operation, including but not limited to the following: 
 
- Normal wear and tear; 
- Cosmetic blemishes, scratches, fading, or discoloration that do not affect structural integrity or function; 
- Rust, corrosion, or damage caused by exposure to exhaust gases; 
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- Damage due to misuse, abuse, neglect, improper installation, collision, or other accidents (including any use not in 

accordance with PRP’s design specifications and instructions); 
- Damage resulting from off-road use, operation on unpaved surfaces, or travel on rough or poorly maintained roads; 
- Overloading the frame or cargo box beyond rated capacity; 
- Unauthorized repairs or modifications; 
- Use of the product with incompatible hitch receivers (e.g., incorrect size, rating, or configuration); 
- Damage caused by improper storage, handling, or failure to follow product maintenance guidelines; 
- Damage resulting from fire, flood, hail, storm, vandalism, theft, or other external forces. 
 
How to Obtain Warranty Service 
To request warranty service, contact PRP by phone or email with a description of the issue. PRP may require proof of purchase, 
photos, or additional documentation to evaluate the claim. If the defect is covered under warranty, PRP will provide further 
instructions, which may include: 
- Returning the product in its original packaging or equivalent; 
- Following specific shipping or handling guidelines. Unless otherwise authorized in writing, return shipping charges are the 

responsibility of the purchaser. 
 

All warranty claims must be initiated within the applicable warranty period and must include a valid proof of purchase. 
 
Limitations and Disclaimers 
This limited warranty is the sole and exclusive warranty for the product. To the fullest extent permitted by law, PRP disclaims all 
other express or implied warranties, including any warranty of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose. Any implied 
warranties that cannot be disclaimed are limited to the applicable warranty period stated above. 
 
PRP is not liable for any indirect, incidental, special, or consequential damages arising from the use of, or inability to use, the 
product—this includes, but is not limited to, loss of time, inconvenience, commercial loss, or damage to vehicles or cargo—even 
if PRP has been advised of the possibility of such damages. 
 
Some states do not allow limitations on how long an implied warranty lasts, or the exclusion or limitation of incidental or 
consequential damages, so the above limitations may not apply to you. 
 
Governing Law 
This limited warranty shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Oregon, without regard to 
its conflict of law principles. 
 
Additional Resources 
Additional product documentation, instructional videos, and usage guidelines are also available on our website. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pacific Recreational Products, Inc. 

7291 SW Tech Center Drive • Tigard, OR 97223 
 Ph.: 800.943.5377   •   Fax:   503.968.1433  

www.StowAway2.com 
E-mail: customerservice@StowAway2.com 

Thank you for purchasing a StowAway2 Cargo Carrier! 


